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ITALIAN-TURKMEN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXPEDITION AT NISA

Since 1990, CRAST and University of Turin in collaboration
with the Ministry of Culture of Turkmenistan have conducted
archaeological research at Old Nisa, a site which offers a key
starting point for studying the art and architecture of the
early Parthian period. Parthian Nisa is generally considered
one of the first foundations of the Arsacid State, which in the
2nd century BC became an empire stretching from present-
day Turkmenistan to Iran and Mesopotamia. The Parthians
maintained control over this vast territory for about five
centuries, until the rise of the Sasanian Empire.

Nisa archaeological area consists of two sites on the plain at
the foot of the Kopetdagh range mountain: New Nisa was
probably the “city” proper, while Old Nisa served as a
ceremonial and royal citadel. Although its massive mudbrick
fortification walls, Old Nisa had no true military function.
Instead, it was primarily used for ceremonies celebrating the
Arsacid dynasty and reinforcing royal authority.

The art and the architecture of Nisa are
crucial for wunderstanding cultural
interactions between East and West in
antiquity. Although the structures in
Old Nisa are heavily damaged by
natural erosion and by very late phases
of occupation, the walls that are
emerging appear to belong to a complex
built against the city walls, of great
interest and certainly of an official
nature: future excavations may help
clarify the layout and function of this Prof. Carlo Lippolis
building.




FROM THE “ARCHAEOLOGICAL MAP OF
THE MURGHAB DELTA” TO THE
“TAP TOGOLOK ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT”

The Italian MAECI archaeological mission in Turkmenistan
has been conducting over 35 years of research in the Murghab
River delta, in close cooperation with the Ministry of Culture
of Turkmenistan and ISMEO.

Launched in 1989, the project initially aimed to map the
archaeological landscape of ancient Margiana. Between 1990
and 2009, around 2,000 sites were identified, covering a
chronological span from the 3rd millennium BC to the Islamic
period, allowing the reconstruction of the ancient delta
system.

Subsequent research focused on key settlements such as
Ojakly, Chopantam, and the Bronze Age urban center of Adji
Kui 1. Since 2014, investigations have concentrated on
Togolok 1 North (TAP), one of the most significant Bronze Age
sites in the region.

Excavations at Togolok have revealed a
complex agro-pastoral society based on
agriculture and animal husbandry,
offering key evidence for
understanding settlement organization
and subsistence strategies.

The TAP project has been fundamental
for reconstructing the social dynamics
of Bronze Age Margiana and for
understanding the development of
early communities in Central Asia.

Prof. Barbara Cerasetti



On the occasion of the Italian Archaeology Day abroad,
promoted by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, we celebrate the global
commitment of Italian archaeological missions in preserving
and studying cultural heritage around the world.

This initiative highlights the work of Italian researchers,
universities, and institutions engaged in excavation,
restoration, and scientific cooperation across different
countries, fostering dialogue between cultures and sharing
knowledge of the past.

In this context, the activities carried out at Old Nisa (Parthian
Nisa) represent a significant example of successful
collaboration between Italy and Turkmenistan.

Italian Archaeology Day abroad is therefore not only a
celebration of scientific excellence, but also a testament to
cultural diplomacy, strengthening international partnerships
through a shared commitment to heritage in favour of
dialogue between nations and strengthening of peace.

Ambassador Martin Brook




Ambasciata d’ltalia
Ashgabat

DASARY YURTLARDA
ITALYAN ARHEOLOGIYA GUNI

.........

TURKMENISTAN
GADYMY NUSAY, ANNA GﬁNI, 8-NJI MAY, 2026



GADYMY NUSAYDA ITALYAN-TURKMEN
EKSPEDISIYASY

1990-njy yyldan badri CRAST we Turin uniwersiteti
Tiurkmenistanyn Medeniyet ministrligi bilen hyzmatdaslykda
Kone Nusayda gazuw agtarys islerini gecirdiler. Bu yer, irki
Parfiya dowrinin sungatyny we binagdrligini 6wrenmek tcin
mohim baslangy¢ nokady. Gadymy Nusay, adatca, bizin
eyyamymyzdan 6nki II asyrda hazirki Tirkmenistandan Eyrana
we Mesopotamiya ¢enli uzalyp gidyan imperiya éwrilen Argakid
dinastiyasynyn  ilkinji = esaslarynyn  biri  hasaplanyar.
Parfiyalylar bu gin serhedi, Sasanylar imperiyasy doreydnca
takmynan bés asyrlap dolandyryp bildiler.

Nusay arheologik toplumy Kopetdagyn eteginddki dizlikde iki
bdlekden ybarat: "sdher" bolandygy dhtimal bolan Taze Nusay,
we dabaralar gecirilen hem-de hokimdaryn galasy bolan Kone
Nusay. Agirt uly palcyk kerpic diwarlarynyfi bolmagyna
garamazdan, Kone Nusayyn hakyky harby wezipesi yokdy. Ol
esasan Arsakidler neslinin hormatyna gecirilyan dabaralar tcin
hem-de patysalyk hdkimiyetini berkitmek maksady bilen
ulanylypdyr.

Gadymy dowiurdédki Giundogar bilen
Gunbataryn arasyndaky medeni
gatnasyklara distinmek tcin Nusayyn
sungaty we binagarligi méhiumdir. Kéne
Nusaydaky gurlusyklar tebigy eroziya
we basyp alyslar sebdpli uly zyyan
ceken hem bolsa, tapylan diwarlar sdher
diwarlarynyn ugrunda gurlan topluma
degisli bolup gorinyar, bu bolsa resmi
hasiyete eye bolyan uly gyzyklanma
doredyar. Geljekki gazuw-agtarys isleri
bu binanyn gurlusyny we funksiyasyny
aydynlasdyrmaga komek edip biler.

Prossor Karlo Lipolis




MURGAP DELTASYNYN ARHEOLOGIKI
KARTASYNDAN TOGOLOK ARHEOLOGIK
TASLAMASYNA CENLI

Italiyanyn Dasary isler we halkara hyzmatdaslyk ministrliginin
(MAECI) arheologiya missiyasy 35 yyldan gowrak wagt béari
Murgab deryasynyn deltasynda, Tlurkmenistanyfi Medeniyet
ministrligi we ISMEO (Italiyanyii Yakyn we Uzak Giindogar
instituty) bilen yakyn hyzmatdaslykda ylmy-barlag islerini alyp
baryar.

1989-njy yylda baslan taslama ilki gadymy Margiananyn
arheologik landsaftyny kartalagdyrmaga gonukdirilendir.
1990-njy we 2009-njy yyllar aralygynda gadymy delta
ulgamynyn tdzeden dikeldilmegine miumkincilik beryan, b.e.o.
III munyyllykdan yslam dowrine ¢enli aralygy 6z icine alyan
2000 toweregi yer anyklandy.

Sonky gozlegler Ojakly, Copantam hem-de biiriing eyyamynyn
saher merkezi bolan Ajyguyy 1 yaly esasy ilatly yerlere
gontikdirildi. 2014-nji yyldan béri ylmy-barlag isleri sebitdaki
in mohum birin¢ asyrynyn yadygarliklerinin biri bolan
demirgazyk Togolok 1 (TAP — Togolok Arheologik Taslamasyna)
gonikdirildi.

Togolokdaky gazuw-agtarys isleri
oba-hojalyga we maldarcgylyga

esaslanyan cylsyrymly oba-hojalyk
jemgyyetini yuze c¢ykardy, bu bolsa
yerlesis gurlusyny we durmus tpjinciligi
usullaryna  disinmek  icin  esasy
maglumatlary beryar.

TAP taslamasy burin¢ asyryndaky

Margiananyn sosial dinamikasyny
dikeltmekde we Merkezi Aziyadaky irki
jemgyyetlerin  dstisini owrenmekde

Professor
Barbara Cerazetti

mohim dhmiyete eye boldy.



[taliyanyn Dasary isler we halkara hyzmatdaglyk ministrligi
tarapyndan gurnalan Dasary yurtlarda italyan arheologiyasy gini
mynasybetli, biz dinyanin dirli kinjeklerinde medeni mirasy
gorap saklamak we oOwrenmek boyunca italyan arheologik
missiyalarynyn global ygrarlylygyny belleyéris.

Bu baslangyc gazuw-agtarys, dikeldis we ylmy hyzmatdaslyk
ugrunda durli yurtlarda is alyp baryan italyan alymlarynyn,
uniwersitetlerinin  we edaralarynyn isini o6ne ¢ykaryar,
medeniyetlerin arasynda geplesigi Osdiryar hem-de gecmis
baradaky bilimlerin paylagsylmagyna yardam beryar.

Su nukdaynazardan, Kone Nusayda (Parfiya dowrline degisli
gadymy Nusay) alnyp barylyan igler Italiya bilen Turkmenistanyn
arasynda ustunlikli hyzmatdaslygyn mohtiim mysaly bolup duryar.

Sonun tUcin hem Dasary yurtlarda italyan arheologiyasy giini dine
bir ylmy ké&milligin bayramy bolman, eysem medeni
diplomatiyanyn nysany bolup, mirasa bolan umumy ygrarlylygyn
usti bilen dowletlerin arasynda geplesigi oOsdirmége we
parahatcylygy berkitmédge gontikdirilen, halkara hyzmatdaslygy
guyclendiryar.

Il¢i Martin Bruk
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